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A generator shell, Magnitogorsk. Generator construction ts to be 
increased 2.4 times during the second Five Year Plan. 
Photo by Margaret Bourke White. 


SOVIET WORKERS PLAN 


Soviet Russia in 1934 and the Outlook for the Future 


V. M. Molotov, Chairman of the Council of Peoples 
Commissars, in his speech to the Central Executive Com- 
mittee of the U.S.S.R., which met in Moscow on Decem- 
ber 28, outlined the results of 1933 and the plans for 1934. 

In industry as in agriculture, the successes of the first 
Five Year Plan. were further developed in 1933, Molotov 
stated. In large scale industry during the past year pro- 
duction was increased by 9 per cent. Labor productivity 
grew by 10 per cent over 1932 and production costs de- 
clined. Thus Soviet workers, who are toiling for their 
own enrichment, are mastering technique. 

The unprecedented harvest in 1933, about 40 per cent 
higher than last year, assures an abundant supply of food. 
This colossal increase signifies the great possibilities in- 
herent in collective farming. In this victory the political 
departments of the Machine and Tractor Stations played 
a decisive part. 

The excess of revenue over expenditure during the past 
year, amounted to 3,200,000,000 rubles, (a ruble is about 
50 cents) resulting from the rise in the national economy 
and the development of commodity turnover, due to the 
heroic self-sacrificing struggles of the industrial workers 
and the collective farmers. This ensures the financing of 
economic and cultural construction for 1934 and the fur- 
ther strengthening of the Soviet monetary system. 

During 1933 the standard of living of the workers and 
farmers rose steadily. Wages have risen, the social in- 
surance funds and all other expenditures for the improve- 
ment of living conditions have substantially increased. 
The distribution of supplies has been better than for- 
merly. This improvement has found expression in the 
growing enthusiasm for the building of Socialism, a pre- 
requisite for the success of the great tasks of the second 
Five Year Plan. 

Better management of socialist industry has been ef- 
fected, bureaucracy and inefficiency and the labor turn- 
over have been reduced. But there are still weak spots, 
particularly in building construction, in transport and. light 
industry, which must be remedied. Despite these short- 
comings the victories of 1933 make possible still greater 
triumphs in 1934 and the succeeding years. 

The state revenues during this year are expected to in- 


crease from 39,070,000,000 rubles to 48,710,000,000 


(Above left) A group of delegates to the meeting of the Central 

Executive Committee. (Below) Two of the delegates to the C.E.C. 

meeting, a bricklayer, and a worker-inventor from a Kharkov 

factory. Every industry in every section of the U.S.S.R. was 

represented at the meeting to plan socialist construction for the 
coming four years. 








V | FURTHER PROGRESS 


rubles ; expenditures in the state budget will grow from 
35,870,000,000 to 47,210,000,000 rubles. The amount of 
capital construction for 1934 is fixed at 25,100,000,000 
rubles as compared with 18,000,000,000 last year. (Dur- 
ing the whole of first Five Year Plan, capital investments 
were fixed at 50,500,000,000 rubles. Capital investment 
in the second Five Year Plan will be 133,400,000 rubles. ) 

Emphasis will be placed upon reconstruction and reor- 
ganization of transportation, which is lagging behind the 
plan. The amount spent on capital construction in trans- 
port in 1934 will be increased 65 per cent over 1933. 

Expenditures for the construction of cultural institu- 
tions, etc. will attain the figure of 13,700,000,000 rubles, 
an increase of 17 per cent over 1933. 

These few figures give an idea of the gigantic growth 
of socialist construction in every realm. “Not a single 
capitalist country could even dream of such plans of con- 
struction,” declared Molotov. The capitalist crisis, accom- 
panied by widespread unemployment and mass poverty, 
makes such plans impossible for any other country. “Jf 
there is any increased production and development of con- 
struction in capitalist countries it is in war industries, in 
preparation for new wars. Our victories and the program 
of socialist construction for 1934 cannot but inspire the 


workers of other countries with confidence in the victory 


of Socialism.” 


Program Adopted by the Central Executive Commit- 
tee of the U.S.S.R. for the Second Year of the Second 
Five Year Plan: 


For what are the Soviet workers fighting in 1934? 

For the increase of production of industry by 21 per cent 
higher than 1933—for heavy industry 23 per cent. 

For the increase of the production of articles of mass 
consumption by 17.8 per cent. 

For the increase of labor productivity by 13.5 per cent. 

Reduction of production costs by 4.7 per cent as against 
the average during 1933; every per cent representing a 
saving of more than 260 million rubles. 

Organization of 540 new machine and tractor stations. 

Increase of the grain crops by 13.9 per cent as against the 
average for the last 5 years and increased production of 
various other crops from 12 to 28 per cent. 

Increase of social insurance funds to 4,960,000,000 rubles. 

Increase of the national income of the U.S.S.R. to 60 billion 
as against 50 billion rubles in 1933. 





(Below) 3,100 miles of railroads will be electrified by 1937 and 
6,820 miles of new railroads are to be built. (Right) During the 
second Piatiletka (Five Year Plan) ‘the supply of consumers’ 
goods, including food, will increase 2% to 3 times. This is a photo 
of women workers leaving a cooperative store with their meat. 
Margaret Bourke White Photo. 
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Tasks Set by the Second Five Year Plan— 
1934 to 1937: 


The Congress took up in detail the tasks and quotas of each 
industry. Of particular interest is the fact that the production of 
consumers’ goods is to be increased 268.8 per cent by 1937 as 
compared with 1932. The report points out the necessity of intro- 
ducing the best technical equipment in all industries ; of completing 
the mechanization of all processes in order to save labor; of the 
electrification of industry, of doubling the productive capacity of 
the metallurgical industry and advancing the chemical industry. 


It is planned to increase labor productivity by 63 per cent as 
against 41 per cent in the first Five Year Plan. Production costs 
are to be lowered by 26 per cent. The quality of all goods must 
be greatly improved. 

Agricultural production is to be doubled, not by a great increase 
of acreage planted, but by scientific agronomy, better seed and 
fertilizer, efficient management, etc. 

There will be eight times as many autos in 1937 as in 1932. 
There are to be built 124,200 miles of new roads. The network 
of air-lines will be increased threefold. 

Five million workers will be trained as skilled workers, me- 
chanics, agronomists. The universities will graduate 340,000 
specialists, twice as many as graduated from 1928 to 1932. The 
polytechnic schools will graduate 900,000 specialists, three times 
as many as in the first Five Year Plan. The number of qualified 
specialists will increase from 2,700,000 persons to 4,000,000. All 
scientific and technical institutes must contribute to the mastery 
of technique and the fullest utilization of the tools of production 
in the service of the working class in the U.S.S.R. 
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SOCIALISM VICTORIOUS 


New Socialist Construction 


A total of 133,400,000,000 rubles will be spent on capital con- 
struction from now to 1937, as against 50,500,000,000 rubles in 
the first Five Year Plan. Of this 16,100,000,000 rubles will be 
appropriated for construction of light industries producing con- 
sumers’ goods, 4.6 times as much as in the first Five Year Plan. 

Emphasis is placed upon development of the formerly backward 
regions inhabited by national minorities such as the Far North, 
the Far East and Eastern Siberia, in industry, agriculture, edu- 
cation and culture, to bring them up to the level of the most 
advanced sections of European Russia. 


Wages and Living Conditions 


Real wages are to increase over 200 per cent through the 
elimination of parasitic consumption, the rapid growth of the 
national income, the increase by two to three times of the produc- 
tion of consumers’ goods, the reduction of prices by 35 to 40 
per cent, and the general improvement of living conditions. 

The amount of social insurance funds will grow from 4,300,- 
000,000 to 9,300,000,000 rubles. The number of workers served 
by communal kitchens and dining rooms will increase two and a 
half times. 


Education 


Illiteracy will be entirely eliminated and adult education gen- 
erally will be extended and improved in response to the demand 
for more and more knowledge. Universal compulsory elementary 
education will be extended by three years, up to the age of 16 
years; 36,000,000 will be in school by 1937 compared with 
24,200,000 in 1932, or five times as many as in Tsarist schools. 

The number of workers’ clubs will be increased 10.5 per cent 
in the cities and 130 per cent in the villages. There will be 
10,000 new circulating libraries. 


Health, Housing 


The appropriations for health protection and physical culture 
will be increased four times, to 20,500,000,000 rubles. There will 
be 44 per cent more hospital beds available to workers in the 
cities and 98 per cent more for the farmers. The number of day 
nurseries will grow 164 per cent in the cities and 129 per cent 
in the villages. 32,000,000,000 rubles will be expended on munici- 
pal housing and cultural construction in the second Five Year 
Plan. 

The national revenue will grow from 45,500,000,000 to 108,000,- 
000,000 rubles, or 230 per cent—no capitalist country has ever 
increased its national income at anything like this rate. The 
Soviet workers and farmers are surely on the way to prosperity 
—toward an abundance of everything for all! 


Stalin Opens Bolshevik Congress 
With Historic Message 


OSEPH STALIN, general secretary of the Communist Party 

of the Soviet Union, opened the 17th Party Congress on 
January 26 with a brilliant four hour speech. He reviewed the 
present world situation, the bankruptcy of capitalist countries 
and the causes of the crisis, and in contrast to this the continued 
advance of socialist construction. He quoted official bourgeois 
statistics to prove that in comparison to the pre-war level cf 
production, the U.S.S.R. has increased its industrial production 
by 291.9 per cent, while the U.S.A. is next with production only 
10.2 per cent higher than in 1913; production in Great Britain 
and Germany is below the pre-war level. Or if production in 
1933 is compared with 1929, when the crisis began, the U.S.S.R. 
again leads the world, with its socialist industries producing 201.6 
per cent more than in 1929; in the U.S.A. production has declined 
to 64.9 per cent of 1929. 

Stalin stated that this decline of capitalist production has re- 
sulted in “an unprecedented sharpening of the political situation 
in the capitalist world, both within these countries and between 
them. The struggle for foreign markets has resulted in the 
abolition of free trade, in prohibitive tariffs, trade wars, currency 
wars, dumping and other measures demonstrating that extreme 
nationalism has sharpened the relations between countries, and 
has created the basis for military clashes. It has put war on 
the agenda.” 

“The war of Japan in China, the occupation of Manchuria, 
Japan’s exit from the League of Nations and the advance into 
Northern China have sharpened the situation still more,” leading 
to “the accentuation of the struggle for the Pacific and the growth 
of military naval armaments in Japan, the U.S.A., England and 
France. Germany’s exit from the League of Nations and the 
spectre of revenge gave new impetus to the growth of armaments 
in Europe. Events obviously move toward a new war.” 


Fascist Dictatorship 


“Four years of crisis have exhausted and brought anguish to 
the working class” and also “utterly ruined the poor peasantry in 
capitalist and colonial countries. ... The masses have not yet 
arrived at the point of storming capitalism, but the idea ripens 
in the consciousness of the masses.” This “explains the fact that 
the ruling classes destroy the last remnants of bourgeois 
democracy which might be utilized by the working class in the 
struggle against their oppressors . . . and pass to open terrorist 
methods to maintain their dictatorship.” 


(Continued on page 16) 


Two delegates from Soviet fac- 
tories to the C.E.C. meeting; a 
young engineer and a worker- 
inventor, both enthusiastic shock 
brigaders taking a leading part 
in building up socialist industry 
so as to ensure greater pros- 
perity for the people of the 
U.S.S.R. By 1937 the mechani- 
zation and electrification of in- 
dustry will be largely com- 
pleted, so that hand labor will 
be eliminated. Soviet workers 
are mastering technique, and 
every advance made means not 
more profits for capitalists, but 
higher standards of living for 
the masses. Industrial progress 
in the capitalist world does not 
mean higher wages, shorter 
hours, better working and liv- 
ing conditions for workers as it 
does in the U.S.S.R. Every 
new Soviet factory built, every 
per cent of increase of indus- 
trial production, means more 
goods for the workers and 
farmers who collectively own 
the tools of production and 
operate them for use and not 


for profit. 





SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY 








} 
| | 
| 


| 
| 


Mm 


ys 





THE CHILDREN OF 
NOVAYA UDA 


“Give Us New Songs” 


The leader of the Soviet workers and farmers, Stalin, like 
other Russian revolutionaries, was hounded by the Tsarist 
regime. In 1912 he was exiled to Siberia, to a desolate village 
in the far northeast, the village of Novaya Uda. Just thirty 
years ago Stalin made his escape from his exile. On this 
occasion, the Pioneers and pupils of the school at Novaya 
Uda, some of whom are shown in the above photo, wrote a 
letter to Stalin, from which we give some excerpts. 


Dear Comrade Stalin: 


You will remember this village, where the Tsars and the capi- 
talists sent you for your revolutionary work. Of course we were 
not yet born then, but grandmother Litvinseva told us how you 
lived here and showed us the hut in which you lived. Many 
revolutionaries were brought here by the Tsarist police with 
guns. But you fooled them and ran away. 

We want to tell you, dear comrade Stalin, about our school. It 
is a large house built near the old church, but the church is now 
a club. To this school come pupils from 15 miles around. For 
them we have two boarding houses and all the pupils receive their 
lunch at school. Many Buriats are among the pupils. We live 
together very friendly, because our Communist Party tells all the 
nations and races to live in peace and friendship. In the old days 
the Buriats were persecuted by everybody. The kulaks exploited 
them, and the Shamans, their priests, fooled them. Now the 
Buriats have their own Kolhoz and the children study well. 
Among them there are many Udarniks. 

Recently we discussed who is going to become what. Henka 
Subaydulin said he wants to become a Red Army Commander like 
Vorishilov, and Clasha Samarima wants to become an educator 
like Krupskaya. Others want to become skilled worker engineers 
to build roads and to mine iron and gold in the mountains. 
Nikita Gragunsky wants to fly an airplane to guard our country. 

We still have many kulaks. They are now very quiet but they 
still do a lot of harm. We Pioneers‘help to expose those kulaks. 

We know that you, Comrade Stalin, our leader, are leading all 
collective farmers to a prosperous life and all those who interfere 
should be shoved aside, so that they would roll off like the snow- 
ball from the top of Kitkay mountain, the mountain that you 
used to climb and think how to bring a better life to all the 
people. And your thoughts of that time are now becoming real. 

Not far from us over big Atov mountain runs the river Angara 
where they plan to build a big electric station, twenty times as 
large as Dnieprostroy. Then in our villages will burn the “lamp 
of Ilyich.” On the shores of Angara, on the roads where for- 
merly prisoners were driven, tractors are working now. And 
airplanes fly over the dark Tiger. Siberia has now become a new 
Siberia. But the songs are still the old ones. We ask you 
Comrade Stalin, to tell the people who make songs that they 
should give us new songs, bright and joyful. 

So long, our beloved Stalin. Give warm Pioneer greetings to 
the Bolsheviks who are going to Moscow for the 17th Communist 
Party Congress, many of whom were also in exile in Siberia. Let 
them know that the children of Soviet Siberia love them. 

With Fraternal Greetings, 
The Children of Novaya Uda. 
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Portrait of Joseph Stalin. By Liston M. Oak. 


Stalin—“One of the foremost leaders of all times,” 
says Col. Hugh L. Cooper. 


I have been more fortunate than some Americans in 
having had an opportunity, during the past seven years, 
to meet the leaders of the Soviet Government and to ob- 
serve at first-hand the tremendous work now being car- 
ried out under their plans and leadership. Anyone who 
has had this experience must admire the zeal and devotion 
to the vast scope of human endeavor that is exemplified in 
the aspirations of these leaders of the Soviet Government. 


I want to say a word about Mr. Joseph Stalin, a man 
whose name will go down in history as one of the foremost 
leaders of all times. While I may honestly disagree in 
some respects with his political and social philosophy, I 
say to you here and now that I wholeheartedly admire his 
unselfish, untiring efforts to raise the standards of living 
of the 170,000,000 people within the confines of the 
Soviet Union. 

It is my firm conviction that Mr. Stalin and his asso- 
ciate leaders will gradually solve their problems and 
finally produce much higher standards of living for the 
people of their country. 





In 1921, Lenin hoped to obtain, by the strictest economy, 20 
million rubles for the restoration of industry. The amount to be 
spent on new socialist construction in 1934 will be 25 billion rubles, 
more than a thousand times as much as in 1921! 
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Soviet News Briefs 


Selected by LISTON M. OAK 


Herriot Praises Soviets— Ex-Premier Edward Herriot 
made a report, last month, to the French Chamber of 
Deputies, defending his convictions regarding the USSR 
from the attacks made by the White Guard Russians in 
France. Herriot stated that the Soviet Union firmly sup- 
ports the cause of peace in the present dangerous world 
situation. He reviewed “the remarkable achievements of 
the USSR in industry and agriculture” and emphasized 
the success of the Soviet National Minorities policy in 
developing national culture. Herriot praised the creative- 
ness of Soviet science, the development of Soviet educa- 
tion. He declared that there had been “astonishing im- 
provement in the welfare of the people of the USSR.” 
Thus even from a member of the French ruling class, the 
triumphs of socialist construction receive recognition and 


praise. 
* * * * * 


Marx (Harpo) in Russia—‘T hey treated me swell,” said 
Harpo Marx, first American comedian to appear on the 
Soviet stage. He made a great hit wherever he performed. 
“I knocked ’em cold—they like me and I love it,” he told 
the Moscow Daily News reporter. He seemed surprised 
that the cheers of Leningrad workers “sounded just like 
those in New York.” He declared that “there is nothing 
in the world to compare with the Soviet theatre.” He was 
also “converted” to vodka and caviar, he said. 


* * * * * 


Trade Unions and Workers Children—The Moscow Coun- 
cil of Trade Unions has decided to place all workers’ 
clubs in Moscow at the disposal of children once in every 
five days; 30 per cent of each club’s budget is to be spent 
on concerts, plays, books and other cultural work for 
workers’ children. Physical culture and sports equipment 
are to be improved and extended. 





Anti-Soviet propagandists state that the family has been broken 

up in the Soviet Union but Soviet husbands and wives haven't 

heard about it yet! Anyway, here is a collective farmers home 

in the Ukraine; after a hearty meal they are listening to the 
phonograph. 


Fascist Anthropology Exploded — Soviet anthropologists 
are working on a bold project to refute the Nazi concept 
of the superiority of the “Aryan”, the blond Nordic, over 
all other races of mankind. Hitler uses this theory to 
justify anti-Semitism just as the white ruling class of 
Southern U. S. uses the claim of white superiority to 
persecute Negroes. The Museum of Anthropology at 
Moscow has brought together all the scientific proof of 
racial mixture and the non-dependence of cultural achieve- 
ment on race. There is no “pure” race—throughout his- 
tory the races have mixed, and within every race there 


hig Nn on? 


Agriculture also is rapidly being mechanized—the Sovict Union 

already leads the world in ‘the manufacture of agricultural ma- 

chinery. By means of more machinery on the farms and scientific 

agronomy the crops of collective farms are to be doubled. This 
is a scene during the recent threshing in the Caucasus. 





The number of workers served by communal kitchens will be in- 
creased 244 times by 1937. This is a miners dining room in the 
Donbas. 
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is a wide range of physical characteristics, due to cross- 
breeding. Capitalism and especially fascism demands that 
scientists find an excuse for the exploitation of colonial 
peoples and of national minorities. Soviet science is free 
from such unscientific influences. They have again ex- 
ploded the myth of white superiority and the theory of 
racial purity. Soviet scientists prove the correctness of 
the philosophy of historic materialism, that cultural de- 
velopment depends upon the evolution of the means of 
production, the distribution of necessities of life, and 
other material factors, not upon “racial superiority” or 
any metaphysical or “spiritual” cause. 


* * * cs * 


Eastern Siberia Aided—A recent decree by the Soviet 
Government frees collective farms of Eastern Siberia 
from the obligation to deliver grain and rice to the Gov- 
ernment for the next 10 years. The purpose of this is to 
aid the development of the agriculture of a backward area 
where living conditions are harder than in European Rus- 
sia. Also wages of factory workers in the Far Eastern 
region are to be raised by 20 per cent. 


* * * * * 


Can Soviet Science Conquer Weather?—One of the most 
unusual scientific institutes in Soviet Russia is the Insti- 
tute of Experimental Meteorology. It is studying the 
question of whether or not it is possible to control rain- 
fall, by electricity. It has been experimenting for several 
years in weather control, and recently held an All-Union 
conference in Leningrad. Soviet scientists will carry on 
extensive experiments in this field in 1934. Professor 
Obolenski says they hope to be able to produce artificial 
rain by apparatus now being designed. 


* * * aK * 


Quality as Well as Quantity—The drive is on in the 
USSR to double the production of consumers’ goods and 
to improve quality. The Soviet press is full of news 
stories, editorials, letters from workers, etc., on this 
theme; more and better goods. Factories pledge them- 
selves to engage in socialist competition; those lagging 
behind are being investigated and reorganized ; inefficient 
managers are being replaced. 


A Soviet decree, last month, made mismanagement and 
criminal negligence, resulting in the production of goods 
of low quality, punishable by imprisonment for 5 years, as 
a crime against the Socialist State and the working class 
which uses these goods. 


* * * * * 


Tragedy Follows Ascent of Soviet Balloon—A Soviet bal- 
loon soared 12.7 miles into the stratosphere on January 
30, breaking the world’s record. In descending the gon- 
dola became detached and the three Soviet scientists who 
rose higher than man had ever risen before, were killed. 


* * * * * 


Electricity for Pigs—On Dec. 23 a delegation of 50 col- 
lective farmers from Dniepropetrovsk visited Stalin. They 
reported progress made, the successful harvest, plans for 
1934, and discussed kolhoz problems. Khizhnyok, from 
the Third International Farm, boasted of how on his 
kolhoz they not only had electric threshing machines, but 
even electric heating of the pig sty. 

“Well,” asked Stalin, “do the pigs appreciate it?” 


A Soviet sports- 
woman who works 
in the Dynamo 
plant in Moscow. 
The appropriations 
for health protec- 
tion, physical cul- 
ture and rest 
homes is to be in- 
creased to 20,500,- 
000,000 rubles in 
the second Five 
Year Plan, four 
times as much as 
in the first. The 
number of club 
houses in the cities 
will increase 10.5 
ber cent and those 
in the villages will 
be increased 130 
per cent. Workers’ 
health is far better 
protected in the 
U.S.S.R. than in 
any country in the 
world. Since 1917 
the average length 
of life has in- 
creased 10 years. 
Sickness has de- 
clined 16 per cent. 





The delegates reported that electric threshing and elec- 
tric milking has been introduced on 250 collective farms 
of the Dniepropetrovsk area. Presumably the cows ap- 
preciate it—certainly the farmers do. 





Moscow por ‘ihe Russian cities are being transformed. New 


office buildings and workers apartments are replacing the old. 

One of the tasks of the next few years is to end the housing 

shortage in cities whose population has doubled or trebled since 

1917. In 1934, twice as many houses for workers will be built as 

last year. Between 1929 and 1932 there were 30,000,000 ‘sq. yds. 
of floor space built. 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE FS.U. 


66 HIS has been a splendid assembly, a stirring con- 

vention, a wonderful demonstration of solidarity 
and friendship for the U.S.S.R. But its degree of success 
cannot now be measured. It will only be after the thousand 
deiegates have returned home to their various organiza- 
tions, it will only be after months have passed, that we 
can estimate whether or not the high enthusiasm shown 
here, the excellent plans and resolutions adopted, have 
been translated into action, in the building of an organi- 
zation capable of fulfilling its historic task of defending 
the great achievements of the Soviet people. Long live 
the Soviet Union!” 

With this final message H. W. L. Dana closed the first 
National Convention of the Friends of the Soviet Union, 
on January 28th, after two days of intensive planning, 
two days that must surely live in the memory of every 
delegate who participated in the convention. Trade union- 
ists, Socialists and Communists, intellectuals and profes- 
sionals, workers Negro and white, men and women, many 
of whom have been in the labor movement for decades, 
spoke from the platform with radiant enthusiasm for the 
building of a mass united front for the defense of the 
Soviet Union. “Not what is said here, but what is done 
in the field by the delegates, will be the criterion of the 
success of this convention. The speech-making is over. 
The time for action has come.” One ofter another the 
speakers in the final session, Robert Minor of the Com- 
munist Party, O. G. Crawford of the Socialist Party, 
Thomas Slavins of the A. F. of L., Herbert Goldfrank 
of the F.S.U., reflected this conviction, this conscious- 
ness of the urgency of our task, because of the imminence 
of war—the imperative necessity of rallying broad masses 
of Americans to the support of the F.S.U. on the basis 
of the widespread sympathy for and interest in the 
progress of socialist construction. 

Throughout the convention, the non-party, united front 
character of the Friends of the Soviet Union was re- 
flected in the composition of the delegates, the resolutions 
adopted, and was particularly emphasized in the speeches 
of the representatives of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party, Robert Minor and Alexander Trach- 
tenberg, as well as by delegates who are Socialist Party 
members, among whom were Ralph M. Compere of Mil- 
waukee, O. G. Crawford of Erie, Paul Wicks and Kath- 
erine Lewis of Massachusetts, and Fred Wrigley, a Penn- 
sylvania farmer. 


Summary of Credentials—A total of 1,200 credentials 
were received and 980 delegates were registered, repre- 
senting 796 organizations; including 110 delegates from 
F.S.U. branches, delegates from 121 trade unions; 7 
from the Communist Party and the same number from 
Socialist Party locals. The Young Communist League 
sent 6 delegates; the League for Independent Political 
Action sent 4; there were 2 from a Democratic Club; 
one from the American Legion; 2 from the Women’s 
Peace Society. Branches of the I.W.O., I.L.D., I.C.O.R., 
L.S.N.R., Mutual Aid Societies, and women’s organiza- 
tions sent 325 delegates ; workers’ clubs sent 83; fraternal 
organizations sent 231; foreign language groups sent 68; 
youth organizations 15; farmers’ organizations 10; un- 
employed organizations 11 and 25 more from miscella- 
neous organizations. 


_ The number of Negro delegates was most decidedly disappoint- 
ing. Nor did we have nearly enough delegates from organizations 
of women, youth and farmers. 


Convention Appeals to Socialists to Join 
United Front 


A ringing appeal to all socialist workers to join the F.S.U. 
was made by Robert Minor. He called for the organization of 
such a broad united front that all friends of Soviet Russia, 
whether Socialists or Communists or without political affiliations, 
every liberal, everyone sincerely opposed to war, can “move in 
and feel at home.” This was the keynote also of many other 
speeches, particularly that of Katherine Lewis of South Hadley, 
Mass., who declared that as a Socialist Party member she ap- 
pealed to all other Socialists to join this united front. “Whatever 
stand may be taken by certain Socialist Party leaders who are 
hostile to the first socialist state, there are thousands of S. P. 
members who are willing to do anything in their power to defend 
the land where Socialism is being built.” 

Corliss Lamont, in an address which was broadcast over a 
nation-wide hookup by the National Broadcasting Company, de- 
clared that although recognition has been won, the work of the 
F.S.U. has only begun. He, too, stressed the fact that the F.S.U 
“is looking for cooperation and membership far beyond the 
confines of this hall. It has no party affiliation, and whether you 
are a Democrat, a Republican, a Socialist or a Communist, or 
belong to no party at all, you are eligible for membership and 
welcome if you want to know the truth about the U.S.S.R. and 
feel sincere friendship for the Russian people.” 

This radio appeal has already brought in over 100 applications 
for membership, as well as many subscriptions. 


Report of National Secretary 


The Convention was opened by Roy Hudson, secretary of the 
Marine Workers Industrial Union, who reported on the Progress 
of Socialist Construction. The report of the acting national 
secretary of the F.S.U. followed. In part, Herbert Goldfrank 
said: 

“The presence here of so many delegates from so many organi- 
zations is an indication of our determination to build the F.S.U. 
on a much broader basis, and it shows the great possibilities and 
opportunities we have. By far the majority of delegates are from 
other organizations than branches of the F.S.U. 


“The sympathy aroused by the Russian Revolution of 1917 has 
grown steadily for 16 years, despite the uninterrupted stream of 
lies by the enemies of the U.S.S.R. . . . This widespread sym- 
pathy, which was one force among many compelling the United 
States to recognize the Soviet Government, gives us the basis for 
a really big organization and a mass circulation of SOVIET 
RUSSIA TODAY.” 


Goldfrank reviewed the history of the struggle to bring the 
truth to the American masses, and to aid the U.S.S.R., from 1917 
to 1934. He spoke of various F.S.U. campaigns and other acti- 
vities, giving a critical appraisal of achievements and failures, 
and recommendations on how to remedy our defects so as to more 
adequately fulfill our historic task of defending the first workers’ 
republic. 


“In the past we have only recruited as members those who 
expected to be active in F.S.U. work. We have neglected the 
hundreds of thousands who are sympathetic to our aims but 
cannot become active members. We must therefore have, in addi- 
tion to our active members, two other categories of membership, 
associate members and affiliated members. Thus we will build 
around the core of active members a vast number of friends and 
sympathizers as supporters, at an annual fee of $1.50 which in- 
cludes a year’s subscription to the magazine; and also have the 
support of additional thousands of collective or affiliated members 
who are active in other ofganizations. Special effort should be 
made to get the affiliation of trade unions and of locals of the 
Socialist and other political parties, and of farmers’ organiza- 
tions. We therefore set as our goal for 1934 the recruiting of 
10,000 active members, 10,000 associate members and 100,000 


’ affiliated members.” 


The National Secretary emphasized the urgent importance of 
sending delegations of American workers to the May Day and 
November celebrations, who will investigate conditions and report 
back to their fellow-workers. 

“We are confident that from this stimulating convention the 
Friends of the Soviet Union will emerge as a powerful educa- 
tional instrument in bringing the truth about the Soviet Union 
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to the American masses and a means of rallying them as an 
unconquerable force for the defense of the Soviet Union.” 
Amidst tumultuous applause the first national convention of the 
Friends of the Soviet Union adjourned, and the newly elected 
National Committee had its first meeting. It elected Herbert 
Goldfrank as National Secretary and A. A. Heller as Treasurer. 
It proceeded to consider plans for making effective the decisions 
and resolutions of the convention. It empowered the new Na- 
tional Council to select additional members of the National Com- 
mittee from various labor organizations, to be approved by 
referendum. Every National Committee member pledged himself 
to exert the utmost effort to carry out the plans for sending a 
strong delegation of workers to the U.S.S.R. next May, and 
to take up energetically the task of building the F.S.U. in the 
territory where he resides, to find new channels for distribution 
of SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY, to try to get the affiliation of as 
many sympathetic organizations as possible, to help raise funds. 
The transformation of the F.S.U. into a really broad non-party 
united front, into a mass organization capable of effectively de- 
fending the Soviet Union, has begun auspiciously, as weary but 
enthusiastic delegates return homeward, inspired by an exciting, 
stirring convention that exceeded the expectations of its organ- 
izers, and where the fact of the imminent danger of war was 
seared into the brain of everyone present, the imperative necessity 
of action in defense of Soviet Russia, the workers’ fatherland. 


NATIONAL CONVENTION 


Greetings to Japanese and German Defenders 
of the Soviet Union 


The delegates to the National Convention of the American 
Friends of the Soviet Union send their cordial and fraternal 
greetings to the friends of the Soviet Union in Japan and Ger- 
many who, despite the terrorism of the ruling class in these two 
countries, are carrying out a determined fight for the defense 
of the first workers’ republic. Defying the bloodthirsty Nazis, 
members of the German section of the F.S.U. have permitted 
neither imprisonment nor torture to stop their courageous battle 
against the anti-Soviet plans of the Hitler dictatorship. We hail 
the international secretary of the F.S.U., Dr. Walter Stoecker, 
still in a Nazi jail, as a courageous defender of the U.S.S.R. In 
Japan, too, Friends of the Soviet Union are continuing the 
struggle against the imperialists who are gathering their forces 
on the Soviet borders in preparation for invasion of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics. 


Comrades in Japan and Germany, we send you assurances of 
our solidarity in this historic fight for the defense of the land of 
rising Socialism. We pledge ourselves to exert the utmost effort 
to aid you in your important work in the face of tremendously 
dangerous conditions. Your splendid example of heroism inspires 
us to greater efforts. 


WHY WE DEFEND THE SOVIET UNION 


Excerpts from Main Resolution Adopted by Convention 


HE world today is in the midst of the most far-reaching 

changes. The whole capitalist world is suffering from the 
greatest economic crisis that the world has ever known. This 
crisis means terrible suffering for tens of millions of workers, 
farmers, professionals, intellectuals and youth. In the midst of 
plenty there is desperate want and starvation. 

Imperialist antagonisms are reaching the explosion point. Eco- 
nomic conflicts taking the form of trade and currency wars, are 
rapidly developing toward open military conflict. A new world 
war which will be a thousand times more destructive than the 
last one is imminent. In order to suppress the masses and 
facilitate war preparations, fascist dictatorships have been estab- 
lished in several countries, and in other countries there is a trend 
toward fascism, which is anti-working-class and anti-Soviet in 
character. 

War against the Soviet Union is on the order of the day. The 
imperialist powers in the midst of sharpening conflicts among 
themselves, seek to organize united action against the country of 
the workers and peasants. In the forefront of these enemies of 
Soviet Russia stand imperialist Japan and fascist Germany, 
threatening to invade the only country where there is no unem- 
ployment, where the standard of the living is steadily rising and 
where there is economic security for all. While capitalism is in 
the process of decay, gigantic industries are being built in the 
Soviet Union and a new culture is being created. For the first 
time in the history of the world the masses of workers and 
peasants have real democracy. 

The first Five Year plan transformed the U.S.S.R. from a back- 
ward agricultural country into a modern industrial state. The 
second Five Year Plan will raise the standard of living of 
workers beyond that of the skilled workers in any European 
country and will completely eradicate any last trace of capitalism 
in the Soviet Union. The Soviet trade unions with 18 million 
members are the most powerful in the entire world, and have 
charge of labor legislation and protection of the health and 
welfare of the workers. They administer the social insurance 
fund of two and a half billion dollars which insures the Soviet 
worker against sickness, accident and old age. 

Vast collectivization plans embracing two-thirds of the peasants 
today has placed farming in the Soviet Union on a higher level 
than anywhere in the world. At the end of this second Five 
Year Plan collectivization will be completed and all the peasants 
will achieve a prosperity and abundance, hitherto unknown. 

Since November, 1917, the Soviet Union has pursued a policy 
of peace. War and imperialism is not part of the program of 


the Soviet government. But it is well prepared to defend itself 
against any attack. Not only has the Soviet Union proposed 
peace and disarmament to the whole world but it has signed 
peace pacts and treaties of non-aggression with its neighbors and 
many other countries. This growing strength has been the main 
basis for the establishment of normal diplomatic relations with 
the United States. The workers and peasants of the Soviet Union 
have one desire above all others, namely to be left in peace to 
build Socialism. But in the East and on the West, invasion is 
threatened. War between any imperialist powers will probably 
eventuate in a war against the Soviet Union. War is imminent 
and recognition of the Soviet Government is no guarantee of 
peace. 

Building of Socialism in the Soviet Union is supported by the 
sympathy of millions of the toiling population in the capitalist 
and colonial countries, to whom the triumphs of socialist con- 
struction are an inspiration and a hope. An attack upon the 
Soviet Union by the imperialist powers is an attack by the same 
governments that oppress the working people at home. An attack 
upon the Soviet Union would be a colossal calamity to all. 

This convention recognizing the menace of war, makes its 
appeal to the workers of the United States, especially the workers 
in the shops, on the docks, in the mills and mines, to stand ready 
to defend the Soviet Union. It appeals to the rank and file of the 
A. F. of L. whose top leaders slander and vilify the Soviet Union. 
It appeals to the members of the Socialist Party, five of whose 
representatives spoke at this convention and expressed the grow- 
ing sympathy of the membership of the Socialist Party for the 
Soviet Union as against the hostility of many of the leaders of 
the Socialist Party. It appeals to the 12 million Negroes in this 
country who are doubly oppressed just as were the minor na- 
tionalities in Tsarist Russia who have been liberated. It appeals 
to the millions of the unemployed, and impoverished farmers in 
this country, calls upon American youth, and women; it appeals to 
students, to liberals, and to intellectuals and professional people, 
for support of the program of the F.S.U. It appeals to all 
lovers of peace to line up in its ranks. Only by the building of a 
powerful united front organization will we be able to render the 
aid that the first workers’ republic demands of us. 

In the few years of its existence and following the traditions 
established in 1918 through the American Labor Alliance for 
Recognition and Trade with the Soviet Union, and the Friends 
of Soviet Russia in 1921, the F.S.U. has pursued its purpose, 
to spread accurate information about the U.S.S.R., counteract the 

(Continued on page 14) 
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NO PARASITE CLASS 


By JACK GERAGHTY 


The American delegation arrived at the Leningrad station, 
where we were greeted by a large group of workers, headed by 
a brass band. This was a pleasant shock to us. We knew 
that Jimmy Walker, the Queen of Roumania or the Prince of 
Wales were entitled to be received by brass bands, but not a 
workers’ delegation. In America we have seen workers’ dele- 
gates greeted by the police forces, minus the brass bands. 

In Leningrad we visited factories. We found the workers 
therein working under the best conditions possible at this stage 
of development in the Soviet Union. The seven-hour day, five- 
day week was in operation. Complete medical and surgical treat- 
ment was furnished to the workers and their families, princi- 
pally at the factory hospital. 

The workers interviewed were conscious of the tasks they had 
to perform in building a society without the exploitation of 
man by man. They are carrying out these tasks with enthusiasm 
and a fair degree of skill. The majority were studying to master 
technique. 

Throughout the Soviet Union we visited Soviets and found 
them truly representative of the working class. We were told 
of and saw for ourselves the improvements in housing condi- 
tions, industrial expansion, cultural and educational developments 
made since the 1917 Revolution. 

The Trade Unions of the U.S.S.R. have an unusual part to 
play in industry. Theirs is a constructive role—to increase the 
skill of the worker, to administer the Social Insurance Fund, to 
further production, and to increase the material well-being of 
the workers. 

At Moscow, the delegation was in the reviewing stand during 
the November 7th Celebration. We saw a splendid Red Army, 
well equipped. Workers from the factories in civilian clothes 
marching proudly, equipped with rifles. Other workers, men 
and women, hundreds of thousands, marching, singing and danc- 
ing through the streets and the Red Square. 

We went to Ka- 
zan, the capital of 
the Tartar Repub- 
lic, and found that 
the Soviet Union 
grants full equality 
to its national 
minorities, 

At Sverdlovsk, 
we saw one of the 
best equipped 
plants for machine 
building in the 
world. 


A shock brigader 
at Cheliabinsk and 
a view of this 
giant of Soviet in- 
dustry which was 
completed in 1933 
to help in the job 
of providing collec- 
tive farmers with 
an abundance of 
machinery. 


The author is a member of the International Association of 
Machinists and a member of the Central Labor Council of 
Vallejo, California, delegated to investigate conditions in the 
Soviet Union. He describes “the most interesting trip of my 
life; we were infected by the enthusiasm of the Soviet workers 
who are conscious that they are building Socialism; they whole- 
heartedly support the Soviet Government. The trade unions, 
instead of being an opposition group as in capitalist countries 
are actually aiding their members and participating in the man- 
agement of industry.” 





At Magnitogorsk, we saw the iron mountain of 60 per cent 
iron ore. We inspected the ore crushing plant. We saw the 
ore smelted in Marten ovens, and blast furnaces. We saw the 
iron poured into ingot moulds, then later the blooms were re- 
heated and passed through a modern German blooming mill. 
We were impressed by the skill and efficiency of the workers. 
It is not quite up to the best American standard, but the ambi- 
tion of the Soviet workers is to reach and surpass us. 


We were wined, dined and entertained by the workers at their 
clubs and in their factories. We visited the tractor plant at 
Cheliabinsk. Modern, well ventilated and lighted properly, the 
factory buildings were weil laid out. This plant produces 60 
horse power caterpillar tractors. It is equipped with American 
made machinery and laid out for straight line production. The 
Tool and Die department shop impressed us most at this plant— 
up to the minute in every respect. 


We visited apartment houses in various stages of construc- 
tion. We didn’t like the way the bricklayers did their work. 
They were working under difficult conditions. The alignment of 
the brick was bad. The cement mixture, nine to eleven parts 
of sand to one of cement was wrong. The Soviet building trades 
workers have a lot to learn. 


In Russia we couldn’t admire the sanitary facilities—the plumb- 
ing was inadequate to say the least. Lavatories were not kept 
in proper order, or odor. Greater effort is neéded to overcome 
this backwardness. 


We visited a plant that produces special ferro-alloys; equipped 
with electric arc furnaces, efficiently operated. We closely in- 
spected a coking plant, designed by the Koppers Coke Co. The 
workers here knew their stuff. The working conditions were 
good. 


We were the guests of the Red Army at their headquarters. 
We saw the comradely spirit between officers and privates, a 
splendid relationship of equality and mutual respect. These 
soldiers have pledged themselves to serve the workers of the 
world. 


While the workers of Russia have not as yet reached the 
standard of living of the employed, highly skilled workers of 
America, they are free from the fear of unemployment, their 
own masters in industry and on the land. They have practically 
wiped out interest, profit, and rents that go to a parasite class. 
This is the basis for the rapid advancement of their industry 
and collectivization on the farms. They will succeed. 











































































LETTERS 


FROM A °’FRISCO SIGN PAINTER 

I enclose a letter from Boris Liamin in Archangelskoy. 

I like Sovrer Russta Topay very much indeed—but would 
suggest that you add more pages. 

I am an unemployed bill-board artist, once a twelve-dollar-a- 
day man, but now. An honorary member of Sign, Scene 
and Pictorial Painters Union, Local 510, charter member of St. 


Louis Local 774. 
Yours for a Soviet World, 
Z. C. Mershon. 





“y 
When we have a circulation of 35,000 we can add more pages. 
Our circulation is now 22,000.—Editor. 





FROM A SOVIET CLERICAL WORKER 
Arkhangelskoy 
Dear Comrade Mershon: 

Just received your welcome letter, I am answering. I am quite 
healthy, thank you. Two courses of medicine and my malaria 
is off. The doctors of our hospital helped me very much. I am 
working hard and studying English some more. 

The past and present times are eventful. The stratosphere flight, 
Moscow-Karakum-Moscow auto driving, the Arctic swimming of 
“Chaluskin,” the rise of the ice-ship “Sadco” from the sea, the 
recognition of our government by United States, the 10 years of 
Turkey Republic (which we are the good friends), the celebration 
of the 16 anniversary of the October Revolution, and many other 
things. 

It is so pleasant and gladful to live in this wonderful time and 
in a wonderful and powerful land like Soviet Union, instead of 
in a capitalist country, where all is going backward. 

Now all are preparing for the October Revolution celebration. 
In every town, village, in every club, street, house, you can see 
the people which are decorating everything. 

Our plant is preparing also. The sanitorium, what is built 
and working, will have a great shining red star. , 

We shall open soon a new winter club. (The club what we have 
now is for summer recreation.) 

We are preparing for the celebration a new wall-newspaper, 
dramatic play, concert, decorations, the new library, etc., Every- 
body—from the director till an unskilled worker—everybody is 
preparing for the festival. 

My friend, young Comsomol (of Young Communist League) 
shock-brigader Gandarin (he is Tartar) has fulfilled his October 
plan more than 200 per cent. 

‘ By the way, you can see how many shock-brigaders we had and 
ave: 

August—150; September—190; October—340. 

I and another comrade, a Comsomol, Nikolas Devitski, have 
written a play which will be performed at the celebration. On the 
China and Soviet Union frontier it is not calm. The White 
Guard generals which are out of Soviet Union helped by some 
foreign capitalists—attack on the Soviet frontiers. But—the Reds 
have many true friends among the soldiers of our adversary. They 
don’t want to attack against the Workers Land, against their 
brothers. The war is off. 

In'the evening of 7th November the actors of the Moscow 
Theatre will give another play in our new club. We will also 
have a concert and cinema. 

My flaming greeting to you and to all comrades of San-Frisco. 

Boris Liamin. 





FROM ANNA SIMON, LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 


“Why am I selling Sovrer Russia Topay? 

“Because I am a member of the Friends of the Soviet Union, 
because of my interest in the organization. To inform the 
misinformed, to make more friends for the Soviet Union. The 
month of December I sold 50 Sovrer Russta Topay’s—this didn’t 
satisfy me so well. The month of January I pleased myself a 
little more by selling 112 copies of the magazine and I felt much 
better. Selling our magazine is easy and interesting; you just 
adapt yourself to it. Then you will find a great deal of satisfaction 
in the work.” 





A letter from Sam Weinberg, author of 


AN AMERICAN WORKER IN A MOSCOW 
FACTORY 


(72 pages—10 cents) 


Foreign workers in Soviet Russia take a keen interest in in- 
dustrial and cultural activities here. We have clubs where enter- 
tainment and lecturers are given in our various languages. There 
are classes in Russian, in political economy and other subjects. 
In most centers of industry there are libraries for foreign workers. 
Newspapers, pamphlets and books are printed in English, German 
and other languages. In all of this cultural work, many of us 
are glad to take an active part, broadcasting, lecturing, teaching, 
writing, etc. Our short working day gives us plenty of time. 


As a Philadelphian who was well-known in the labor movement 
there, especially among the metal-workers, I request the Phila- 
delphia Friends of the Soviet Union to use my pamphlet to ac- 
quaint the workers with the facts about the U.S.S.R. If they 
read it, they will find out that the Soviet Union deserves the 
support of every American worker. 

Samuel Weinberg, 
Vostochnaya 4-A, Apt. 99, 
Moscow, U.S.S.A. 





Those readers desiring to correspond with Soviet workers and 
farmers can write to the Workers’ Correspondence Magazine, 
Ulitza Gorkogo 48, Moscow, U.S.R.R. Send us copies of letters 
received. 


FROM A. McKEAN, DETROIT, MICH. 


“Please find enclosed money order for $1 to renew my sub- 
scription for Soviet Russia Topay, so that I won’t miss any 
issues. Soviet Russia certainly is a hope and inspiration to all 
intelligent human beings, and I certainly regret, that I never have 
sufficient funds to buy and distribute a great number of copies 
of Soviet Russia Topay, so as to combat the vicious lies about 
Russia, which to my way of thinking seems to be the happiest 
land in the world today; if not in a material way yet, at least 
in security, except for the threat of its capitalist enemies.” 








A Letter from au American Novelist 


Living in this last manufactory of bourgeois romanticism, 
Hollywood, breathing the slightly worn and stinking gas that 
sickens the mind instead of the body; a place with no newspapers, 
no opinions, no social consciousness, nothing but a cynicism of 
purpose and an “apres nous le deluge” attitude:—what can I 
say? 

That I believe that the civilization built on the bones of, and 
cemented with the blood of the workers, should and will be 
owned, managed, enjoyed, further projected by the workers?— 
I do. 

That nothing can be done eventually to prevent this, but it 
can be speeded by conscious, disciplined, united effort?—I believe 
that. 

That those who profit from the labors of the proletariat can- 
not allow it to triumph anywhere, at any time, and therefore the 
danger to the only proletarian state at present existing. Soviet 
Russia, is grave, imminent, and ever present?—I believe that, 
too. 

Further and finally I believe that education, agitation and or- 
ganization are more powerful weapons than the lust for profit, 
for power, even greater than that ultimate bourgeois-capitalist 
bogey man, God! Nathan Asch. 





Imperialism Moving Toward War 


The capitalist world is moving fast—not drifting, but moving 
under definite and determined imperialist leadership, toward war. 
And anyone facing reality knows that whoever starts the war, 
however the lineup of capitalist countries against one another 
may be at the beginning, the end may turn into a concerted and 
united attack on the only country that has wiped out the founda- 
tions of capitalist society—the exploitation of the many for 
the private profit of the few. The Friends of the Soviet Union, 
communist and non-communist, cannot relax their vigilance or 
their fight for the defense of the one country that is leading the 
world toward a social system that means justice, equality, life, 
liberty and the chance for the pursuit of happiness—for all. 

Ella Winter. 
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“All the Best Slanders About 
the U.S.S.R.” 


By MICHAEL KOLTZOV 
(Abridged Translation from “Pravda’) 


“La Renaissance Russe” is a Russian daily newspaper edited by 
Semenov. 


A letter was published in a-prominent place on the second page 
of this paper. 

A short letter, but full of horrors. For the “Renaissance” it is 
nothing unusual. The paper publishes information on the Soviet 
Union. Enough to take your breath away. 

Day after day, and month after month, the “Renaissance” 
reports of cannibalism and the devouring of corpses in Russia, 
of rebellions, the stoppage of industry, the smashing of cities and 
railway lines by hordes of rebels. 

Not long ago, Herriot expressed his indignation in the columns 
of the Paris press at the information published by the “Renais- 
sance,” and hinted that its inventions are dictated by German 
Fascist circles. 

The whiteguard editor opposes to the unfounded and frivolous 
judgment of Herriot, his own serious, certified and absolutely 
true and documented source of information: “A live and irre- 
placeable source—private letters from Russia.” 

Since its conflict with Herriot, the “Renaissance” has made 
no attempt to moderate the stream of mad horrors in its columns. 
Delirious Riga telegrams, monstrous tales of eye-witnesses and 
heart-breaking letters from the depths of the country are poured 
out without a break. And here is the usual letter (mentioned 
above) published in No. 3,102 of the whiteguard organ. 


“Take me from here, my dear, I cannot bear it any longer! 
And Serezha is dying. I bore it somehow till August, but can 
bear it no longer. If you were here, Lesha, you would realize 
all the horror of it. The Bolsheviks are shouting about the 
harvest. But in reality there is nothing. 

“In reality there is vastly more starvation than before. And 
what is most awful is that while you endure and suffer you cannot 
see the slightest hope for any improvement. How my heart beat 
on the 30th of August when I saw a crowd at the city prison 
gates which smashed the automobile of the Peoples Food Com- 
missar, and heard the fierce and enraged clamor for bread! But 
an armored car had hardly appeared when the crowd scattered 
like rabbits. 

“Alexei, don’t believe the newspapers. Everything is getting 
worse and worse. Alesha, I know that you have married. Be it 
so. But still, if you are a man, if you remember the old love, 
save me, I implore you, me and Serezha, from death by starva- 
tion. I am ready to scrub your floors, clean your galoshes, and 
wash your wife’s linen. 

“There is a mass of unemployed. The majority of the metal- 
lurgical works here have been closed for the winter. I kiss you. 

Liza, 


What kind of a crowd has smashed the automobile of the 
Peoples Commissar of Food? Which automobile and which 
Peoples Commissar? Do you not know that it is now exactly ten 
years since the Peoples Commissar for Food has ceased to exist? 

Where did you get this letter from, honorable editor? 

From your relations? Your friends? Your acquaintances? In 
any case from people you know well? Perhaps you will tell us, 
Mr. Semenov? 

No, you will not tell us. You will refuse to inform us how 
you receive information from inside the Soviet Union. You will 
refer to editorial secrets and to the awful things that may happen 
to poor Liza, who informed you of her affliction, if she gets into 
the Bolshevist clutches. 

You will not tell us. And so I will have to do so. 

I, Koltzov, sent this letter so as to publicly expose your im- 
pudent frauds and lies, and the absolute irresponsibility and 
cynicism with which you print any absurdity, so long as it is 
directed against the Soviet. Union. 

I did all I could to make this “document” as absurd and clearly 
untrustworthy as possible. And you swallowed it all, Mr. Semenov, 

For days together you sit in your office and simply invent 
“letters from relations and friends.” Great was your joy when 
you received a ready-made text, and so thick, too. It never 
occurred to you to verify it, and this is exactly what I reckoned 
upon. 





This letter contains another slight peculiarity. If the first letter 
of every fifth word be put together (in the Russian original, 
Ed.) you get something in the nature of a slogan with which the 
editor of the “Renaissance” should decorate his paper: 

“Our White Bandit Paper Prints All the Best Slanders About 
the U.S.S.R.” 

Goodbye, Mr. Semenov. I wish you a good appetite. Let me 
hear from you. 


LETTERS FROM READERS 


Recognizing the value of such publications as yours in spread- 
ing the truth about the Soviet Union, a short time ago I became 
a reader of your excellent magazine. So impressed was I that I 
have consistently put my copy into channels of circulation which 
otherwise would have received a one-sided, distorted picture of 
the Russian scene. I have just succeeded in persuading the 
General Secretary of the local Y.M.C.A. to put your publication 
on the rack of the association library. 

David Chernack, 
Central Falls, R. I. 


F.S.U. Member Answers Woll’s Slander 


(But Matt Woll is not “naive”—he is consciously vicious.) 


LABOR IN RUSSIA 


To the Editor of The New York Times: 


Isn’t Matthew Woll rather childishly naive in including Russia 
among those nations where labor is not allowed to organize? The 
fact is that labor is practically 100 per cent organized in the 
Soviet Union, and has such power as labor never dreamed of in 
any other country. 

Until very recently, labor in Russia was accused of being the 
only government. Now the farmers are learning organization 
through the collective farms and are beginning to be a more 
vocal influence in the government, as is shown by the greatly 
increased attention they have received recently from government 
organizations. But industrial labor, with its longer experience in 
organization, is still and probably will remain for some time the 
controlling factor in the policies of the Soviet Union. The fact 
is that our own labor leaders would be terrified if labor here ever 
had the power and the responsibility it has in Russia. 


Eric A. Starbuck, 
Cambridge, Mass. 


SUCCESS OF WORKERS’ REPUBLIC 


ALARMS CAPITALIST EXPLOITERS 


A letter from John A. Dean, Member of Typographical Union 
No. 6, New York, Delegate to the National Convention of 
the F.S.U. 


I have seen much of the world—India, China, Japan, Egypt, 
Africa, Europe. In all these countries there is turmoil and un- 
rest. In each, the capitalist system exploits the people—in all 
except one country, Soviet Russia. The eyes of all lovers of 
humanity turn to this new light dawning in the east, with yearn- 
ing eagerness. It heralds the coming of a new classless society. 
There the exploited have broken their shackles and stand forth 
free men. In sixteen years the Russian Soviet has done more 
for the happiness of its people than the rest of the world in six- 
teen centuries. It has declared the equality of everyone, regard- 
less of race. The people are the government and to them belong 
the factories, the mills and mines, to be used for the improvement 
of the workers’ lives and not for the enrichment of a parasitic 
class. 

Russia has brought science and culture to the service of the 
masses. It has reduced working hours and raised the standard 
of living. Medical treatment is free to all. The Soviet Govern- 
ment is especially solicitous about the welfare of mother and 
child. The huts and hovels of the slums have been razed and 
communal apartment houses have risen with all modern improve- 
ments. 

The Soviet Printers’ Union invites Typographical Union No. 6 
to send delegates to Russia, elected in an open meeting, to see 
for themselves and report to their fellow workers what giant 
strides have been made in all branches of industry and agriculture. 
While in the Soviet Union, the delegates’ expenses will be paid 
by the Soviet trade unions. 

I am sure our union will welcome this opportunity to send 
delegates, to learn the truth about the first workers’ republic. 
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Convention Adjourns—Now the Work of Building 
.5.U. Begins 


(Continued from page 9) 


slanders of the enemies of the U.S.S.R. through meetings, litera- 

ture, demonstrations, and other channels. It has crystallized to 

a considerable extent the widespread sympathy in the ranks of 
the American working class, for defense of workers’ Russia. 

Workers’ delegations to the Soviet Union have been of tremen- 

= importance in reaching masses of workers in the United 
tates. 

The present situation demands the greatest development and 
strengthening of all the activities of the F.S.U. in order that 
within the shortest time possible we may reach the widest sections 
of the American population. The F.S.U. unites into its ranks 
people of all political, religious and trade union affiliations. The 
F.S.U. has but one aim, to spread the truth about the Soviet 
Union, to expose its enemies, and to rally all sincere friends 
against the threat of intervention. This is our specific task and 
it becomes of more urgent importance daily. To fulfill this task 
it is necessary that: 

1. Most energetic efforts shall be made to establish branches 
in all parts of the country, special stress being laid on recruiting 
the workers in the basic industries. 

2. Local F.S.U. committees shall be established in rural com- 
munities and towns as well as in large cities. 

3. Special effort shall be made to rally the youth into youth 
branches of the F.S.U. 

4. Sympathizers who do not wish to be active members shall 
be enrolled as associate members, at $1.50 per year which will 
include a year’s subscription to SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY. 

5. Those who belong to trade unions and other organizations 
should be affiliated collectively particularly locals of the A. F. 
of L., branches of the Socialist Party and other political parties, 
Negro organizations, workers’ clubs, etc. 

6. The composition of the national committee shall reflect this 
composite non-party, united front character. 

7. Every effort should be made to send worker delegates to the 
Soviet Unton, especially from the basic industries, campaigns for 
the election of these delegates involving as many workers as' 
possible. 

8. A nation-wide campaign to achieve mass circulation for 
SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY should be launched immediately. 

9. In accordance with the demands of the present period all the 
activities of the F.S.U. such as the sale of literature, publication 
of pamphlets, showing of films, nation-wide speaking tours, de- 
velopment of local speakers, distribution of leaflets, etc., should 
be intensified and greatly extended. 

This program of action will develap the F.S.U. into a 
mass organization, enlist the assistance of the hundreds of 
thousands of sympathizers who are ready to help, and 
develop the F.S.U. into a broad mass organization capable 
of fulfilling its historic task of bringing the truth about 
socialist construction to the American people, of exposing 
the enemies of the Soviet Union and of mobilizing the 
workers for the defense of the first workers’ republic. 





N. Yevdokimov, 
Red Army pilot, 
who holds the 
world’s record for 
parachute jumping. 
He jumped from a 
height of 6,920 
milometers and 
opened his para- 
chute when 480 
milometers from 
the ground. Thus 
the Soviet Union 
has beaten the 
world’s best rec- 
ords for going up 
(stratos- 
phere flight) and 
or coming down 
also. Further, the 
U.S.S.R. is beating 
all other records 
in history for in- 
dustrial construc- 
tion, and in cul- 
tural fields as well. 








To the First Soviet Ambassador to the 
United States 


One thousand one hundred delegates of numerous labor, farmer 
and other organizations in 19 states of the United States, as- 
sembled at the first National Convention of the Friends of the 
Soviet Union, extend our greetings to you, the first Ambassador 
to this country from the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. We 
thank you for your courteous letter and regret that pressure of 
work prevented your attendance. We rejoice with you in the 
victory of the Soviet policy of peaceful socialist construction. 
We wish to assure you of our conviction that the majority of 
Americans support the Soviet Government’s peace policy. 

From the very establishment of the U.S.S.R., American friends 
have worked for recognition of the Soviet government. The 
American Labor Alliance for Recognition and Trade with Russia, 
during the time when L. K. Martens was the first representative 
of the Soviet Government in the U.S.A., carried on a campaign 
for recognition, and later during the time of civil war and 
famine, the Friends of Soviet Russia collected and sent over a 
million and a half dollars for food and medical supplies to your 
country. 

The Friends of the Soviet Union, organized at the time the 
Soviet fliers arrived here in 1929, has continually carried on a 
‘campaign for establishment of normal diplomatic and trade rela- 
tions and for closer friendship between the peoples of the two 
countries. It thus carries on the tradition of the first two organi- 
zations, and is further proof of the American people’s widespread 
interest in and sympathy for the U.S.S.R. 

We greet you as the representative of 170,000,000 people in the 
Soviet Union who have carried through to successful completion 
the great program of socialist construction as embodied in the 
first Five Year Plan, and who are now engaged upon a program 
of even larger scale, which will bring to all Soviet citizens a 
further measure of prosperity, a constantly rising standard of 
living. We hail these achievements and pledge ourselves to do 
everything in our power to defend the Soviet Union, so as to 
ensure the continuance of such advance by the people of the 
Soviet Union without the calamity of interruption by war. 

We wish you the highest degree of success in your historic 
task of consolidating friendly relations between the peoples of 
the U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R. 


Sincerely and fraternally yours, 
F.S.U. NATIONAL CONVENTION. 





The May 1934 Workers’ Delegation 


The Convention recommends to the incoming National Com- 
mittee the following plans, further details to be worked out, in 
order to secure the widest delegation of workers to the Soviet 
Union next May. 

This delegation should be elected in line with the recommen- 
dations of the International Bureau drawn up in consultation 
with the All-Russian Council of Trade Unions, who propose that 
the delegations shall consist of bona-fide American workers, em- 
ployed in basic industries, such as steel, chemical, railroad, min- 
ing, textile, marine; delegates to be elected from shops with a 
minimum of 500 workers. 

The election of the delegate from a given shop must be secured 
by the participation of the largest possible number of workers 
in the shop, both organized and unorganized. The workers in the 
plant where the delegate is employed must help finance this 
campaign in part by voluntary contributions. We should endeavor 
to secure a delegation of at least ten American workers to go 
to the Soviet Union in May, 1934. 

We further recommend that in addition the delegation shall 
include one Socialist Party member, one trade unionist, one unem- 
ployed worker, one farmer, elected from their local unions or 


branches. Among the delegates should be Negroes, women, and _ 


youth. 

Every delegate is urged to submit in writing to the National 
Committee suggestions and proposals for securing delegations in 
their territory for this delegation to the Soviet Union. Immedi- 
ately on return to the various cities, the delegates must see to 
it that the full membership of the F.S.U. is mobilized in support 
of this campaign. F.S.U. members must immediately take up 
the matter with their fellow workers and organize a committee 
of action for the election of delegates. At the same time, the 
F.S.U. membership must endeavor to make contact with A. F. 
of L. Unions, independent Unions and left-wing Unions; and 
wherever possible a committee of action should be set up consist- 
ing of Trade Unionists° who will support the proposition, to 
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work in conjunction with the committee in the shop or factory 
where the delegate is to be elected. 


A broad campaign of education must be developed by means 
of shop-gate meetings where possible; indoor meetings near the 
plant where the worker is to be elected, and by distribution of 
leaflets and literature about the Soviet Union. 


The workers who have the support of the widest number of 
workers in the plant should be elected. The delegates should be 
capable of reporting to the workers on their observations after 
return from the Soviet Union. One of the conditions of election 
of delegates must be a guarantee that the delegate on his return 
will carry on a wide campaign to reach as many workers as pos- 
sible. In choosing the delegates, we should secure such workers, 
honest and sincere, who, as yet, are not entirely convinced of the 
victories of socialist construction in the U.S.S.R., but who can be 
relied upon to give an unbiased report on their return. 

Special attention must be given to the financing of the campaign. 
The National Committee of the F.S.U. should publish contribu- 
tion lists or stamps for sale, in order to raise the necessary funds 
to pay expenses of delegate to and from the Soviet border. All 
funds collected for the delegation must be sent into the National 
Office. Every branch of the F.S.U. must assist in this work, 
whether that particular branch is sending a delegate or not. Wher- 
ever possible, local conferences of F.S.U. members, trade union- 
ists, and other workers and sympathizers should be called in to 
popularize this campaign. 

While we expect the cooperation of members of other organi- 
zations, the convention emphasizes that the main work of secur- 
ing these delegates falls upon the membership of the F.S.U., 
who must be the active core and driving force behind this campaign. 





The Science Bureaus of the F.S.U. 


The Technical Bureau reported continued activity in rendering 
technical aid to fellow-engineers in the Soviet Union. There has 
been a steady enrolment of new members, particularly students 
and recent graduates of technical schools. Shipments to the Soviet 
Union of reports and printed materials are now being made at 
the rate of four per week as against two per week several months 
ago. Several problems which indicate the trend of the second 
Five Year Plan—toward the increased production of consumers’ 
goods—have recently been received. One of these inquired about 
manufacturing processes of soft drinks; while another, very in- 
terestingly, asks for information on the handling and shipping of 
goods in chain stores, department stores, and mail order houses. 
Both problems come from responsible central organizations. Finally, 
the Technical Bureau has been developing a direct fraternal cor- 
respondence between Soviet and American technical workers. 

At the moment, the following categories of voluntary workers 
are needed: 1. Mechanical engineers, tool and die men and de- 
signers; 2. Men acquainted with any phase of consumers’ goods 
distribution, not necessarily technicians. 


MEDICAL BUREAU. This new organization, affiliated to the 
F.S.U., has as its purpose to render information on a voluntary, 
non-remunerative basis to the medical workers of the Soviet Union, 
and also to lay the basis for an exchange relationship in medical 
science between the Soviet Union and the United States. 


The Medical Bureau held its second membership meeting on 
January 21, with over 60 members in attendance, most of them 
young graduates and research workers. Interest was great, and 
working committees were launched immediately. 


We must rely on the branches of the F.S.U. to acquaint pro- 
fessionals with the work of the Science Bureaus, urging such 
people to become members and cooperate in our work. In the large 
cities the F.S.U. branches should build up groups of these pro- 
fessional workers so they may form the nucleus of branches of 
the Technical or Medical Bureau. 


In this way, the Science Bureaus will not only be able to render 
valuable scientific aid to fellow-professionals in the Soviet Union, 
where Socialism is being built, but will also become the cement- 
ing bond of friendship between the intellectual workers of the 
U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R. 





At the Convention there was a splendid exhibition assembled by 
Gertrude Hutchinson, Samuel Stein, Bernard Childs and John 
Gilmore which featured a painting of Lenin by Deacon Hampton, 
Negro fraternal deiegate from Jeanette, Pa. 


Have you read “RED MEDICINE” by John A. Kingsbury and 

Sir Arthur Newsholme? If so you know that 'the Soviet Govern- 

ment is doing more for the health of its citizens than any country 

in the capitalist world. This is one of the traveling dentists who 
serve the peasants. 





You have read the report of the National Conven- 
tion of the F.S.U. You have also read the decisions 
of the Central Executive Committee of the U.S.S.R., 
giving a gigantic program of socialist construction 
impossible of realization in any but a country in 
which the workers and farmers rule. 


Do you sympathize with the heroic efforts of the 
Soviet masses to build a better world, a classless 
socialist society? Do you support the peace policy 
of the Soviet Government? 


THEN JOIN THE 


FRIENDS OF THE SOVIET UNION 


80 E. llth Street, New York, N. Y. 
I wish to become a member of the Friends of the Soviet Union. 
Active Members—Dues 15 cents per month. 5 cents per month 
for unemployed. Initiation 25 cents for employed. 
Associate Members—$1.50 per year, which includes one year’s 
subscription to SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY. 
(The Convention decided that those who are sympathetic to the 
aims of the F.S.U. but cannot become active members, can be 
associate members, thus creating around the F.S.U. a vast num- 
ber of supporters who are also readers of our magazine.) 


WGN aac a cacwacudeetcadaeedeen Amount enclosed........... 
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SOVIETS TRIUMPHANT 
(Continued from page 4) 


In its fight for the preservation of peace the Soviet Union has 
counted on: “First, its growing economic and political power; 
second, on moral support of vast masses of the working class in 
all countries; third, on the sanity of those countries not interested, 
for one reason or another, in violating peace and which are 
desirous of developing trade relations with the U.S.S.R., and 
finally, on our glorious Red Army which is ready to defend the 
country from foreign attacks.” 

Stalin then reviewed the relations of the Soviet Union with 
various countries. “The establishment of normal relations between 
the U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R. is of most serious significance in 
international relations. It raises the chances of preserving peace, 
strengthens trade relations; it marks a turn from the past when 
the U.S.A. was considered a bulwark for all kinds of anti-Soviet 
tendencies.” But in relations with other countries—with Great 
Britain, Japan and Germany especially, things are not going so 
smoothly. The crisis and fascism increase the danger of war. 


Japanese imperialists have refused to sign a non-aggression 
pact; they have been guilty of “impermissible acts against the 
Chinese Eastern Railway,” and Japanese militarists openly advo- 
cate the necessity and inevitability of war against the U.S.S.R. 
“Our foreign policy is clear. It is the policy of the preservation 
of peace.... The U.S.S.R. does not intend to attack anybody. 
But we are not afraid of threats, and we are prepared to answer 
blow for blow. Whoever wants peace and trade with us will 
always find support from us.” 


“But those who attack us will meet with so crush- 
ing a resistance that in the future they will not take 
it into their heads again to shove their swinish snouts 
into our Soviet garden.” 


Cultural as Well as Economic Advance in USSR 


In reviewing achievements in the economic field which have 
been stupendous, Stalin stressed the fact that the Soviet Union 
“presents a picture of constantly developing advance, both in the 
sphere of the national economy, as well as in the sphere of cul- 
ture.” Just as the U.S.S.R. was transformed “from a backward 
agrarian country into a leading industrial country with collective, 
large-scale mechanized farming,” so also, “from a country that 
was dark, illiterate, uncultured, it is becoming a country literate 
and cultured, covered with an immense network of schools” and 
other cultural institutions. 

This material and cultural advance, Stalin declared, “would 
have been a miracle had the development taken place on the basis 
of capitalism.” But it is not a miracle because it occurred on the 
basis of “unfolding socialist construction,” proving the “advan- 
tages of the socialist system of economy over the capitalist and 
individual peasant system.” 


What have been the outstanding victories of this socialist 
system? Stalin listed them as: 


“1—The growth of national income from 35 billion 
rubles in 1930, to 50 billion in 1933. Since the share of 
capitalist elements in national income at present is less 
than one-half of one per cent, almost the whole national 
income is distributed among workers and employees, toiling 
peasants, cooperatives and state. 


2.—The growth of the population of the Soviet Union 
from 160.5 million people at the end of 1930, to 168 million 
at the end of 1933. 


3.—The growth of the number of industrial workers 
employed, from 14,500,000 in 1930, to 21,883,000 in 1933. 


4.—The growth of total wages of the workers employed 
from 13,597,000,000 rubles in 1930, to 34,280,000,000 rubles 
in 1933. (A ruble is about 50 cents—Ed.) 


5.—The growth of the average yearly wages of the 
workers in industry from 991 rubles in 1930 to 1,519 rubles 
in 1933. (The average wage in the U. S. A. in 1933 was 
$640.—Ed.) 


6.—The growth of funds for social insurance for work- 
ers employed from 1,810,000,000 rubles in 1930, to 
4,610,000,000 rubles in 1933. 


7.—Putting all industrial workers on the 7 hour work- 
ing day, or less. 
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After a good day’s work. Photo Margaret Bourke White. 





8.—State assistance to peasants by prganizing 2,860 
machine tractor stations in which 2 billion rubles were 
invested. 


9.—State assistance to peasants in the form of credit to 
kolhozes amounting to 1 billion six hundred million rubles. 


10.—State assistance to peasants in the form of seed and 
and food loans in the course of the period under report to 
amount to 262 million poods of grain. 


11.—State assistance to poor peasants in the form of tax 
privileges and insurance, to amount to 375 billion rubles.” 


Cultural Achievements: 


“1.—Introduction of universal obligatory elementary edu- 
cation all over the Soviet Union and the rising percentage 
= literacy from 67 at the end of 1930, to 90 at the end 
of 1933. 


2.—The growth of the number of pupils in schools in all 
grades from 14,358,000 in 1929, to 26,490,000 in 1933. 


3.—The growth in the number of children in pre-school 
educational institutions from 838,000 in 1929, to 5,917,000 
in 1933. 


4—The growth in the number of higher educational 
institutions, from 91 in 1914, to 600 in 1933. 


5.—The growth in the number of scientific research in- 
stitutes from 400 in 1929, to 849 in 1933. 


6—The growth in the number of institutions of the 
type of clubs, from 32,000 in 1929, to 54,000 in 1933. 


7.—The growth in the number of cinemas, cinema in- 
stallation in clubs and travelling cinemas from 9,800 units 
in 1929, to 19,200 units in 1933. 


8.—The growth in newspaper circulation from 12,500,000 
in 1929, to 36,500,000 in 1933.” 


(Continued on page 18) 
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THE NEW RUSSIA 
Edited by Jerome Davis John Day Co., $2.50 


Today civilization struggles desperately, but with doubtful suc- 
cess, against chaos, return to barbarity, or complete oblivion. 
The eyes of the world are turned wonderingly and hopefully 
toward the magnificent experiment in building a classless society 
in Soviet Russia. Achievement and temporary defeats vie with 
each other in this new arena where the stakes are of such in- 
estimable value as to dwarf any previous conflict in history. 

Jerome Davis, professor in Yale University, led a seminar in 
the study of actual conditions in Russia. Mr. Davis has spent 
a number of years in Russia and speaks the language. His 
seminar was composed of professors and experts in their field 
from universities and organizations all over the country. The 
editor writes the introduction which forms the background for 
the study and each of the other contributors writes a chapter 
surveying the particular field in which he is an expert. They 
have adopted the method of scientific research. Their names and 
reputations inspire our confidence in their competency. 

The chapter describing the “Psychological Bases of Soviet 
Success” by Frankwood E. Williams is outstanding. But such 
topics as the “Geographic Background,” “Socialist Agriculture,” 
“Industry,” “The Life of the Workers,” “The Communist 
Party,” “The Financial Structure,” “The Legal System,” “A 
Nation at School,” “What the Soviets Live By,” “Social Wel- 
fare,” and “The Prison System” objectively studied and por- 
trayed are illuminating and interesting. Such a book is valuable 
in the United States because the technique which has been fol- 
lowed is the kind which the general public has become accus- 
tomed to place confidence in. 

It must be admitted, however, that several of the chapters 
leave one with a feeling of their inadequacy. Compared with 
some of the more comprehensive volumes which have been pub- 
lished the book lacks intimacy and breadth of understanding. 
This seems inevitable in the very nature of the case. No matter 
how competent a writer may be, a few weeks or even months 
of research does not orient him adequately in such a vastly dif- 
ferent culture. Yet perhaps this is only an apparent weakness 
because what thousands of people desire is the reaction of 
American students based upon a scientific approach. The New 
Russia deserves the particular attention of those who have been 
confused by varying reports and who have not studied sympa- 
thetically the more exhaustive works. RatpH M. CoMPERE. 


HOMESICK WHITE GUARDS 


A Pathetic Story 


The Homesick Million, by W. Chapin Huntington, The Strat- 
ford Co., Boston, $3. 

Writing with “deep sympathy” about the almost forgotten 
Tsar’s friends and relatives, generals, capitalists and their aides, 
the author bemoans the fate of the former parasites now living 
out of Russia. “Every sixth man has a university diploma and 
two-thirds of the population are high school graduates, but most 
of them are forced to live by the sweat of their brows.” What 
a tragedy! But a lot of them make a good living by writing lies 
about Soviet Russia for the capitalist press. 

The Soviet masses 
have a passion for 
knowledge. (Left) 
In a factory work- 
ers library. 
(Right) In a trade 
union school for 
those who want to 
raise their qualifi- 
cations and thus 
get better jobs. 
There are now 15,- 
000,000 workers in 
trade UNtON 
schools. In 1934, 
44,700 students are 
to be graduated 
from the universi- 
ties, 125,000 from 
the technical 
schools, 77,000 
from workers fac- 
ulties and 525,000 
from the factory 
schools. 
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ONE HUNDRED YEARS IN TEN 


Soviets Continue Advance 
By A. A. Heller 
New pamphlet published by the F.S.U. — 72 pages — 10 cents 


The second Five Year Plan of the Soviet Union, now in its 
second year, has caught the imagination of the world. It is a 
daring program of industrial and agricultural development, con- 
centrated in the next four years of effort, and a program for the 
improvement of the material and cultural conditions of the work- 
ing population, the like of which the world has not known. Par- 
ticularly so in this period when the laboring masses in every 
country outside of the Soviet Union, because of the devastating 
economic crisis, are suffering from unemployment, wage-cuts and 
practical pauperization. The Soviet workers and collective farm- 
ers, on the contrary, see their living standards steadily rising and 
their own as well as their children’s well-being amply* secured. 

The fact that it is the plain every day worker and farmer who 
is directly benefiting by the vast advance of the Soviet Union is 
clearly brought out in the pamphlet which the F.S.U. has just 
published—ONE HUNDRED YEARS IN TEN—by A. A. 
Heller. The pamphlet describes the Soviet Union as it is today and 
gives an interesting picture of the various phases of Soviet life. 
It tells about industry and collective farming, about social insur- 
ance, trade unions, the Red Army, about the Soviet Union in 
world affairs, about foreign trade, about the Soviet policy of 
peace and the danger of imperialist war. The pamphlet tells of 
the Soviet victories in 1933, and gives their background as well 
as an outline of the second Five Year Plan. 

ONE HUNDRED YEARS IN TEN should be read by every 
friend of the Soviet Union, who will find in it a storehouse of 
information as to how the Soviet workers and collective farmers 
have succeeded in the 16 years since the revolution. 


THE MENACE OF FASCISM 
By JOHN STRACHEY 
Covici-Friede, $2.25 


The grim spectre of Fascism looms ever more menacingly in 
every quarter of the globe. In this book, John Strachey brilliantly 
explores the causes and the nature of Fascism. At this moment, 
when German Fascism takes its place besides Japanese Imperialism 
as the most immediate menace to the Soviet Union, every friend 
of the U.S.S.R., every worker, every sympathizer of the working 
class, is in duty bound to understand Fascism and its dread poten- 
tialities, and how to fight, against it. 

How did Fascism come about in as “civilized” a nation as Ger- 
many? Because, says Strachey, the Social-Democratic leaders 
were afraid to face the inevitable implications of the theory of the 
class struggle. They chose the easier and treacherous policy of 
the lesser evil—they turned to the path of compromise and coalition 
with capitalist parties to “save bourgeois democracy.” In this 
period of capitalist decay, such compromise can only mean the 
meek acceptance of lower standards of living, and toleration of the 
things which lead to Fascism and betrayal. 

Stripped of the ballyhoo with which it surrounds itself, Fascism 
is the iron fist of finance capital which desperately strives to find 
its way out of the crisis at the expense of the workers. What 
about the Fascist “revolutions” in Italy and Germany? No greater 
mistake could be made than to consider the coming of Fascism as 
a social revolution. No basic class relationships were changed. 
The rule of the capitalist class was merely more brutally revealed 
—and the formal pretenses of democracy cynically discarded by 
those who had heretofore urged the workers to place their faith 
in “parliamentary reform.” 

Can Fascism plan? Despite the boasts of Hitler, this is im- 
possible. Fascism maintains unimpaired the institutions of private 
property and private profit. All the conflicts and weaknesses in- 
herent in capitalism are intensified, not abolished. 

WALTER WRIGHT. 
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ANATOLY VASSILIEVICH LUNARCHARSKY 


HE death of 

Anatoly Vassi- 
lievich Lunarcharsky 
on December 26th is 
a loss not only to 
the workers and 
peasants of the So- 
viet Union, but to 
workers everywhere. 
His death climaxed 
a colorful career as 
a staunch Bolshevik 
and a_ relentless 
fighter on the cul- 
tural front. 

Born in Poltava 
in 1875, son of a 
Tsarist official, he 
began at the age of 
15 to lead a work- 
ers’ study group in 
Kiev. He rendered 
effective service to 
the revolutionary movement as a propagandist of the first rank 
and joined the Bolsheviks in 1903 when the split with the Men- 
sheviks occurred. Jail and exile did not stop his revolutionary 
writings and agitation. He was a leader in the 1905 Revolution. 
He was a co-worker with Lenin on Bolshevik publications, despite 
many differences of opinion on basic questions, and Lunarchar- 
ky’s political errors. 

In his work as philosopher, poet, literary critic, essayist, art 
connoisseur, playwright, leader in the theatre and educator, he 
gave constant expression to his social vision, his Marxist 
viewpoint. 

With the coming of the November revolution and the elevation 
of the proletariat to the position of the ruling class, he was 
appointed as the first Peoples’ Commissar of Education. In a 
report dated November, 1918, Lunarcharsky described the sabotage 
of the educational purposes of the Soviets by the Russian intelli- 
gentzia. The teaching forces available were pitifully small. But 
even in this period of civil war and imperialist intervention, he 
proved his merit as a leader in the educational field by proceeding 
courageously to fulfill the task of reducing illiteracy, of reor- 
ganizing the educational facilities in order to make them ac- 
cessible to all workers, peasants and their children. This in a 
period when the country was in ruins and famine-stricken. 


He was one of the first theoreticians of proletarian culture and 
art and leaves behind him many valuable writings on this subject. 
As head of the Soviet educational department, he succeeded in 
establishing one of the best school systems in the world. He 
organized first the cooperation of the old-time intelligentzia with 
the new system, then the training for higher cultural work of men 
and women from the masses of workers and peasants. 

In 1929 Lunarcharsky was appointed chairman of the committee 
of education for the Central Executive Committee of the U.S.S.R., 
a post he held until his appointment in 1933 by the Soviet govern- 
ment as Ambassador to Spain. 

A great pioneer of the new Socialist culture is dead but Lunar- 
charsky’s contributions on the cultural field helped to lay the 
foundations of the classless Socialist society, which is the goal of 
the second Five Year Plan. 





We request our readers to send in clippings about Soviet 
Russia from the capitalist press—from newspapers and maga- 
zines, for our files. 





S. R. T. SHOCK BRIGADERS 


Lena Berger—Ocean Side Branch—Sells 75 copies per month 
and got 15 subs in December. 

R. Murregho—Yorkville Branch—Sold 142 copies of the Janu- 
ary issue. 

B. Lucas—Downtown Branch—Averages 100 copies monthly. 

Helen Rosenman—Seagate Branch—Averages 60 copies per 
month. 

How many copies of our magazine do YOU sell? Every active 
F.S.U. member should sell 5 copies and get 1 sub every month. 


SOVIETS TRIUMPHANT 
(Continued from page 16) 


Stalin discussed in detail questions of party and Soviet organi- 
zation. He dealt with the proposals of the Central Committee of 
the C.P.S.U. for organizational changes necessary to effectively 
fight against the evils of bureaucracy, inefficiency, ideological 
deviations from Leninism; and to rid the party of elements unfit 
for leadership—lazy, unreliable, vacillating members who de- 
moralize those they are supposed to lead and inspire. He de- 
manded a check-up of everyone entrustd with responsible 
positions in the fulfillment of the second Five Year Plan, whether 
party members or not. 

Stalin concluded by giving the historic reasons for the inevitable 
victory of Socialism over Fascism and all other enemies of the 
working class, and a stirring appeal for international proletarian 
solidarity. He said: 

“The international ties of the Soviet working class 
with workers in capitalist countries, fraternal alli- 
ance of the Soviet workers with the workers of other 
lands, is one of the cornerstones of might and strength 
of the Soviet Republic. The Soviet working class is 
the world proletariat’s shock brigade. The world 
proletariat is prepared to continue its support to the 
Soviet working class with all its might. That imposes 
a serious obligation on us. It means we must justify 
by work the honor of being called the shock brigade 
of workers of all countries. That obliges us to work 
better and fight better for the final victory of social- 
ism in our country, for the victory of socialism in all 
countries. 

“The third conclusion to be drawn is to be true to 
the end to the cause of proletarian international- 
ism, to the cause of the fraternal union of workers 
of all countries. 

“Long Live the Invincible Banner of Marx, Engels 
and Lenin!”’ 





BISHOP BROWN’S BOOKS 


My Heresy 


The Bankruptcy of Christian Supernaturalism 
Science and History. 
Each 25 Cents 


Heresy (Series of Lectures) 
Each 10 Cents 


THE BRADFORD-BROWN EDUCATIONAL CO. 
GALION, OHIO 











Two S.R.T. Shock Brigaders. 
S. Wexler, who sold 70 copies 
of the magazine and got 30 
subs last month. A. Holmberg 
sold 60 copies and got 14 subs. 
Pretty good, eh? Join the army 
of S.R.T. Shock Brigaders. 
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ANNUAL 5 DAYS BAZAAR 


International Labor Defense 


New York District 
February 21 to 25 inclusive 


MANHATTAN LABOR LYCEUM 


66 East Fourth Street 
Entire Building 


DANCING EVERY EVENING 
DINING ROOM WITH BALLALIKA ORCHESTRA 


Among the prominent artists that will appear 
Andre Cibulski J. Koreman 
Freigheit Gesangs Verein Arteff 
Prolet Buehne The New Dance Group 
Bargains Galore Will Be at the Bazaar 
At Prices a la Proletarian 
ADMISSION 
DAILY 35c SATURDAY 50c 
Combination Tickets for Entire Affair 85c 


Bring this clipping when buying your ticket to the Bazaar 
It will be accepted as cash for 10c 














TORGSIN 


Ss YT eS. 
IN EVERY CITY OF 


VU. Ss. Ss. R. 


Torgsin Orders enable your relatives in 
Soviet Russia to purchase all sorts of 
domestic or imported articles at low prices. 


For orders on Torgsin apply to your local bank, companies 
listed below, or their authorized agents 


World Tourists, Inc. 

Hudson Co. National Bank, 
Bayonne, N. J. 

U. S. Trust Co., Boston. 

Hias Lincoln Trust Co.. Providence. 

Icor, Biro-Bidjan, Corp. eee Co., Phila., 


Manufacturers Trust Co. UnionSavings Bank, Pitts., Pa. 


Public Nat’] Bank & Trust Co. 
RCA C scat See. Amalgamated Trust & Sav- 


Union Tours, Inc. 





Torgsin Orders may be sent to anyone, in any quantity. 





Prices 
reduced 
about 50 
GENERAL REPRESENTATIVE in U.S.A. 
pe r cent 96) Fifth Ave.i20% Fico New York.N.Y. 





























INFLATION DOES NOT AFFECT 
YOUR TRIP TO THE USSR 


Full Value For Your Dollar 


e 
Arrangements are now being made for special workers 
groups to go to the Soviet Union for the great May Day 
Celebration. 


® 
See the Soviet Union on parade 

* 

Visit Moscow, Leningrad, Kharkov, Kiev, 

Odessa and other cities 

e 

Our long and thorough experience warrants you 

the best service. 


TORGSIN ORDERS 


sent through us are executed by mail or cable 


AT THE LOWEST RATES 


* 
WORLD TOURISTS, Inc. 


175 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK CITY 
Telephone: Algonquin 4-6656-7-8 
& 
EXCURSION BOATS AND BUSES CHARTERED 
FOR ORGANIZATIONS AT LOWEST PRICES. 











Read the truth about the first workers’ republic 





SUBSCRIBE TO 


Soviet Russia Today 


The biggest story of our times told vividly in words 
and photos. Authentic, accurate information about the 
latest developments in the Soviet land; progress of 
socialist construction; the emancipation of women; 
equality for national minorities; Soviet education; trade 
unions and social insurance; the Red Army; how the 
Soviet Government works; the cultural revolution; co- 
operative large-scale collective farming; and every other 
aspect of life in the vast U.S.S.R. where 170,000,000 
people are building a classless socialist society. 


Can workers get along without capitalists and bosses? 
Is Socialism practicable? Will the Soviet system work? 
Get the answer, with facts to prove it, in the pages of 
Soviet Russia Topay. 


If you are already a subscriber, send the next twelve 
issues to some friend. 


SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY 
80 East 11th St., New York, N. Y. 


Here is one dollar. Please send S.R.T. for one year to: 


a a 


(We welcome criticisms from readers and invite all those 
who have visited the U.S.S.R. to send in articles and stories.) 
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D Gold Bond (Bey THE OPEN ROAD J 


based on a successful planned economy 


UNION OF | . ‘ R U S S A 


Soviet Socialist Republics fk) 
7% Gold Bonds EIGHTH SEASORBR 


Interest Payable Quarterly at 


In pre-recognition days most American ir 
The Chase National Bank of New York 


tellectuals who visited. the U. S. S. R. wem 


Investment in these bonds provides protection ania vd yes ane. . pd ren ‘ag 
because this non-commercial organizatio: 


for — funds ogeinat loss resulting from with its independent representation in th_ 
possible further depreciation in the dollar. Soviet Union enables the inquiring traveler 
GOLD STABILITY:—These bonds are issued in denominations of to see most in the least time and at least cost. 
100 gold roubles. (A gold rouble contains 0.774234 grams of pure gold.) 


Principal and interest payments are based upon this fixed quantity of 
gold, payable in American currency at the prevailing rate of exchange. 


More Americans of the professional class« 
look forward now to personal exploratio 
of the Soviet world. The Open Road offe 


SAFETY:—The Soviet Government has unfailingly met all its financial them the experience and connections « 


obligations throughout the sixteen years of its existence. years of friendly cooperation with key ind: 


MARKET:—The State Bank of the U. S. S. R. will repurchase these viduals and institutions in the U. S. S. R. 


bonds on demand of the holder at any time after one year from date a “= fs I lie 
of purchase, at par and accrued interest. ervice to groups a 56 UNO TERR On ad 


own — Detailed advice on application 
PRICE:—The price of the bonds is par—100 gold roubles. In dollars 


the price varies with the rise and fall of U. S. currency in terms of gold 


on world exchange markets. ( ) p F N R J A D, 
Circular fully describing this issue will be sent upon request qT A E Fo 


Soviet American Securities Corp. a . New York 
30 (F) Broad Street, New York Tel. HAnover 2-5332 = COOPERATING WITH INTOURIST & 

















Celebrate the second Anniversary of the birth of our magazin 


SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY 


FRIDAY, MARCH 2, 1934 ROGER SMITH GRIL 
7:00 p. m. 40 E. 41st St., New York City 


DINNER —DANCE 
Musical Program—NINA TARASOVA—ASHLEY PETTIS, and others 


CHAIRMAN: CORLISS LAMONT 


Speakers: 
Countess Irena Skariatina Justine Wise Tulin 
Sergei Radamsky Mary Van Kleeck 


Dinner Music—FSU Balalaika Orchestra 
Dance Music—Valhalla Club Orchestra 


Subscription $1.25 in Advance 


Mail checks to SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY 
80 EAST 11th STREET, NEW YORK CITY 




















